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For the secoﬁd tiine the Socliety hacs held its Annual Genera
cetlng thus we stari on our third year ¢nd, we all sincerely hope. ¢
Jccessful one. o :

During the past year membership fell from 6l to 53%; this i oo
a point on which we can congratulate ourselves when we consider that at
the end of the inaugural session membership had been increased from 27
to 6. We should like to sase our nunho 5 swell to 75 this year, so
will all of you - seniors and juniors. make a special effort to thia ona.

As will be seen frow the *‘«fAQF ﬁoﬁut pudlished in this poad.
we are at least solvent, and much credit is due to kr...K.Rennett in ‘
steering the Society's finances through all the difficult shoals
presented all too readily in these hard times. '

During the year we¢ have acquircd assets not of much interest vo
the ordinary mortal but very valuablc to.an astronomer - we refer Lo
our 8%" reflector Lcloscope and the field binoculars of incredible sizo
presented by the late Mr.R.F.T.Grangcr. As all members are aware (oo
are housed at Trent Boulevard Schools, West: Bridgford, and this gen.co
concession is through the kindness of Lr.Lake aske to whon we are indeos
1ndebﬁed, and this seems to be a good opportunlty to remind members ol
tols and pass him our gincerest thanis L

Finally, the. EQltOP would th, to cxpress nils warmest thanks to
Mr.G.T.H.Butler and hJ"' seeretary, Miss H.Flowcrdew, who month by wen:
deciphers the Bditor's handwriting ond transcribes same to stonceils,
last but by no means least, to Dr. d.Whitalker who turns the stenci..:
into Bulletins via the duplicator.

e

THENIGHT SKY ¥OR NOVILDER, 1948,

The Julian Date for November O is 243 2856.  For othcr datﬂs ST
the datbe. . . : -
THE SUK. 8olar rotation No.1272 began on October 9, and Y°ot<:d;3.olr1 N
1273% begins on November 6. B

The solar north polc has been receding from 1ts t1lt towards tho
Barth since early Scpbember snd rcaches the limb when both ploes art vt
in sight, at the end of thc month. Sunspote then tracc straight linc
pazallel to the solar eguator as the sun rotates. S
1'HIE MOON. Moonllbnt intecrfercnec occurs in mid-monthe Full, moon omn -
the 16th. There is still a slight tondencey towards "Harvest lMoon"
conditions, and the retardation of moon-risc is only half an hour per
night vor two or thrcc nights after full moon.

: The total cclipsc of thce sun on November 1 1s invisiblc in‘the’
British Isles. It can be sech just afber sunrisc in Kenya and chc‘\
rcmainder of tho track is oceanicy the sunsct cnd being botwecen Tasmghia
and South Island N. Z” North Island is tantalisingly on the totality
track but the eclipst begins near sunsct and totul phasc Ls not rpgchcd
when the sun dlsappcars. . v

There arc no occultatlon of interost bBefore midmnight.
THE PLANETS. Venus is graduall y druviang nearcr the sun and will pass
by on the far side early ncxt yca Its apparcnt moveiwnt at this
great distance is very slow, and 1t will romain out of vicw then for
some time in contrast to its almost iirncdicte re-appearance when it
passed by on the ncer side in June.

Saturn, much higher cnd to the right or Venus, follows
the sickle of Lco. Last winter it wvrccoded 1Lt It cen also be
identificd by projecting o= line south through the "pointers" of the Great
2car and Saturn and Regulus will be found elu s bogoebher. Thcy are
about the width of thc “pointers" apart, withh Saturn very slightly
brightcr to the lefte. Saturn w111 e brightening stcadily for some
months and its light can bc comszuﬂ wit . the steady light of Regulus
yhich will always bc nzar, The rings have closcd to half the width
shey were last spring.

Jupiter has disappcarcd bchind the sune
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The Night Sky contd:

Variable Stars. Bvening minima of algel are on the 1Lth about 10h 30m
GHAT and 17th about 8Bh. GuAT. mne field is now splendidly placed for
accurate observation, but taecrce will be moonlight, with z nearly full
moon on both nights. o . \ '

Hira Ceti is up to about fourth magniiude, and its fading to
invisibility can be seen during tae rest of the winter. Binocular users
should be able to hold on to it until it approaches the evening twilight.
Fixed 3tars. The Pleisdes, dyades and Orion - the typical winter group -
Tave veiurned to the eastern sky, rasher low in the earlier part of the
eveninge. The bright and solitary Fomalhaut can ne sesn very low in the
sky by projeccting a line down from thc npreceding side ol the square of
Pegasus. T have scen it from t.iesec Latitudes as latec as Christmas, in a
twilit sky. There are Hessier.nebulac in Asndromcda, Auriga, Taurus,
Gemini and Orion that will be visible in the evenings for some months to
Come .

GRBAT ASURONULIEZRS,

The Herschels,

34y William Herschel was born at Hanover in 1738. Bducated as a
musician, with his sister Carolinc, n¢ camc to Tngland in 1757 as & tcacher
in Leeds and Halifax. Then he moved south to that place of the elite in
the eighteenth century, Bath, in Somersct, where he took up the post of
organist at the Octagone.

There, hc turned his attention to astronomy, and witih the help
of his sistcr, constructed his own tclescope. This was erected in the
garden at the rcar.of his nousec. On 13%th March, 1781, he discovered the
planet Uranus and two of 1ts8 satellites, Titania and Oberon. He himself
named the planet Georium 3idus, in honour of King George III; this led
to his being eppointed the Asironomer PRoyal.

From Dath he went to Slough, where is 178% he wrote scveral books
on the Motion of the golar System in Space, and also a paperi..."'0n the
places of 145 New Double Stars.” e discovered two of the satellites of
Saturn, the rotation of 13 rings, and thc periods of tne rotation of
Saturn and Vonus; the binary stars and the constitution of the nebulae,
which added greatly to our knowledge of the kilky Way. All this he did
hy the usc of his famous telescopc of forty rcot focal length. He
received the Copley medal from the Royal Society in 1781, Wiliiam
Herschel died in 1822, his life heing invaluable to the progress of
astronomy.

His sister, Caroline Herschel, wust not be overlooked. She
ccted as nis assistant all through his life. 3he hersclf discovered

eight comets between 1786 and 1797, and many of the star clusters and
nebulae included in her brother'g catalogue, publ.shed in 1798 for the
Royal Society. . .
gipr Wiiliow Herschel's son, John, born in 1792 at Slough was
educated at St.John's College, Cpmbridge, where he became a senior
mothematician and seientist.. In 1634 he established an observatory at
meldhausen, Cape Town, where he concentrated in studying the southern
sky, discovering over onc thousand double stars and necarly two thousand
star clusters and nebulae. This encrgcetlc man, 3ir John Herschel, wag
one of the first: inventors of photography, thus making a most interesting
link betweenwthe . two scicences.
S BAREIE D.DAVIES.
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Next Ordinary Gencral liceting. : ; T

The next Ordinary General Mocting will take pnleacc at the
ticchanics' Institution, Noltingheam, on Toursday Lth Novembcr, 1948 at
7+30 peine This will be or. ccded by a Committie Fecting starting at
700 peine; and members of tihe Commliitec are asked to be there by that
time.

.

Qpen-~-Air Meceting.

AS usual this will tekce vlece at West Dridgford.

Articles

The articlc on the
of 1%s Kind rcceived by th
to be hoped that having L
Unfortunately, btr.Davies, wh )
N.A.8., has reccived his papers
ggeing hin for some tlmc.
he will soon be taring nis

[
.
Ll
&
5

rric De.Davics is the first

of tho Byplletin, and it is

26 plenty more will Tollow.

bcen a staunch supporter of the

Jary Scrvice, so wo shell not be
aining o member and wo hope

meetilngs..

b
or

Talk.-
Following

" address, Mr.forthrop will
continuc his talk : .

1SCODC. !

ADDRESSES . . B -

Director, Observing Scgcbion: = - o Hon cretary:
Hreasw o Lane Hall, : . : Hrl.Ceidelley,
19, Hartington Road, 18, Ciarcndon 8treet,
Sherwood, Hotti. - o . Nobbinghame

"vhone 66587 o "Thone 2738
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