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Apart from Mr.Lane-Hall's "N
appears in the Bulletin with unP':¥ing
paper dealing dirvectly wiih astronomy, clins serves us very well
as a medium for notices and announcencnts, but i 8 enough?

Articles are urgently nesded to improve our publicatiom and the:
must be quite a few members who could write a short discourse relating to
astronomy. There is, for instance, the B.i.A. monthly Jjournal from which
many interesting papers could be u“1t*~ and this journal can always be hac
from the secretnrr Surely some of ug could give short hlographies of famc
astroncmers; a series which wpuld be more thon woleeors o us all,

iday wo fvom new onwards count on at least one article each montl
from mcmboTUg for often LLT they need nolt be of anv great Length nor filled
with abstrusae o

he Month", which
a is 11Ltle in the
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July O dig 243 £73%. For other dates, add the
date,

THE SUN.
carly May, and there w-
te check on longti
the Solar Rotation;
rotation No.1268 bega:

probahly he L
udes of activity con g
activity often repeat: . ‘onwu"uudeq Solaxr
on June 22nd. Rotstion ho.1269 peging on July 1%th,

=

RIE KOO, _ -
Moon-light occurs in mid-montlh; 7uall Moon on the 2lst. There ar
Jo

no prominent occulfations,

THE PLANLTS. :

Hercury was picked up by several members during and after the
Whirtsun holidays when atmospheric conditiond verx favourable. It may b
secn in the morning slky about July 10~-22nd,; with Venus again acting as a
conveninht signpost, :

Venus has now reappearcd on the "preceding'" side of the sun and
is prominent in the dawn sky.

Jupiter is visible in the early part of the night, easily
identified by its great brightness Llow in the South.
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COMETS.

A new bright comet,1948g, bas just been recordeda It is about
Lth.magnitude lﬂ“ﬂuly vigible to the naked cve and has been seen in this
countrys, No orbit pncr'erﬂh is dvaliahlc but the oTTOWWHg history is
publishes° une @ 7 RoA. 2h:liOm. + L3° June 6,0,R,A,2h.25m. +46°4

" 5,0 R.A. 2. 30m. 4+ LhO7. " 7,0.R.A.2h.15m.+47°7

It should bo looked for about midnight(G.M.T.) or after. Will any
observers keep in touch with me by tclephene as better particulars should
soon be avallﬁnle\

Bester's comet and Mrkos's comet were hoth seen by W€mbers but ar:
now faint and boyond the roach of small instruments. )

METEORS: ' . -
2 number wteors is mmch greafher in the late summer and garl;
other L!mu in the year. Barly Perseids may be seen, swift

Th
autumn tha al
streaks; latc in the month, radiating from a point low in the XX

and leaving
North Easta

ALGOL.

This variable is OMJN& round again. Barly mornlnp minima, for
those who happen to be about iron cther causes, are on July 6th,and 26th.
Thase ere G.M.T.datcs, Ll.c. ste rting at midnight.



EXTRA NOTES. : :
Any suggestions for additional notes in the "Night Sky" serie:
whether from the strugeling beginner or the very advanced would. be welcomed.
They should cover cveryone's neccds - if we know whate the needs are.

AW, LANE-HALL.,
NOTES,NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS.

: Members may have read in the daily press that ‘the 200 inch
telescope is now in action. Full details will no doubt be. available from
the B.A.A. but the following preliminary ahnouncement, for which we have to
thank: the "Manchester Guardian" may be of intorest. It is a report from thei
own correspondent from New York, June 7th. :

"The two hundred inch Palomar telescope, onc of the great and
loving engineering marvels of eur time, was. pcered through for.the first tim
at the week-end at a dedication cercmony open to noted scicntists and scient-
ific correspondents at Mount Palomar,in Southern Californie.

Although visibility was rcported to bhe fairly poor, Saturn.was
seen with a rare brightness, 'producing the effect' said one visiter,'of a
strong flashnight suddenly brought close to the eye'. The. observers clearly
saw three of its ninc satcllites and two of its concentric rings. But this
glimpse, the authorities explained; is to be a ares treat s Tor the telescope
will seldom be used for looking at the planets. Not the least of its marvels
is the nice system of contradictions between what 1t is meant to do and what
the public assumes it was built for. ..

The telescope,it was announced,has the light ‘gathering power of
a million human eyes, but this does not mean that a human eye with a million
times its present visual power could see what the telescope sees. It possesse
that amount of visual power as well as the light accumulated on a vastly .
sensitive photographic plate. The telescope, in fact, was built as a giant
camera, and will cnable astronomers to photograph objects one billion light
vears away from the carth. The best that any telescope ever built has been
able to do so far has becen the comparatively modest of the 180 inch at Mount
Wilson, an object at a mere half billion-billion light years. The concave
lens,which alone took two ‘years to grindy is accurate to within two-milliontk
of an inch. The obscrvatory dome is 437 feet in diameter and 135 feet high.
The part that revolves weighs 1,000 tons, yet may bc moved by an electric
motor of one-twelfth horse-power." 4

ORDINARY MEETING.

The next ordinary meeting will take place at the Mechanices
Institiite, Trinity Square, Nottingham on Thursday, July 1st.1948 at 7.30 PM.
Tois will be preceded by a commmttee mecting and members of the committee
should arrive not later than 7.0.PM.
APOLOGY . In the May bulletin.No.22 the ordinary meeting was announced
as taking place on Thursday.Junc 313th. which was so obviously an error that
fortunately most members disregarded the date announced. This should have
read June 3rd. Nevertheless, the Editor tcnders his sincercst apologies and
trusts that no member has been put to any incovenience through this
unfortunate mistakec.

OVERHAULING AND CLEANING TELESCOPES, RTC.
As announced in the May bulletin a party of strong armed
volunteers are required fot this work. Members wishing to help should meet
at Tient Boulevard Schools,West Bridgford, on the third and fourth Thursdays
of the next three months. These will be:- June 24th. July 15th and 22n%é 53)
on



ANNOUNCEMENTS ETC. Contd.
August 19th and 26th,.

The time of mceting will be about 7.30 pm.and if members have
spanners, screwdrivers and any other useful tools which they can bring along
they will assist materially in this important work. Mr.Lane-Hall is in char;
of operations and points out that many hands will make lighter and shorter
work. Please land a hand.

You catch & No.12 bus from South Parade, times being:-

6.27 pom. 6,42 pom. 6.57 pom. 7.12 p.m. and ecvery 15 minutes, and alight

at Lady Bay Road. Weather is no deterrent as we can work indoors so dont
letvthe summer weather stop yous Members with large Thermos flasks will be
particularly welcome!

SOCIAL OUTING. ‘ ;

; There iz to be a&n outing for members,their friends and relat-
ives on Sunday July 11th. We shall leave Nottingham from Trinity Square at .
10.30 a.m., and return there about 9.30.p.m. We will have a picnic lunch,
thercfore members should bring food and either coffeec or tea sufficient for
themselves- we hope to have the necessary heating apparatus for water. Tea
will be taken at a cafe, probably in Castlcton - Derbyshire has been chosen
as the best arca for this trip. The cost is £1 for adults and 10/~ for
Juniors, but only eight seats can be reserved for juniors. This charge
covers all costs, tea tips etc. Application for seats should be made as soor
as possible to the Secretary. We are limited to 32 so apply immediately if
you want to be sure of a scat.

Lastly, we have decided on Derbyshire, intcrested members are
invited to make suggestions as to places they think would be of greatest
intersst and we will try and incorporate at least some in thse itinerary -
please let the Secretary have your suggestions at once.

TALK. Following Mr.Lane-Halls "Night Sky" Mr.B.O.Davies will give
an address entitled "Asronomy and Architecture" '

AFTERMATH. T o - ~
The verse appended is the direct result of our President's
experience at Monsal Hcad when for three successive nights he gazes upon
the elusive little planet Mercury - his description was so vivid and so well

related to less fortunate members that at least one has called upon the
muses to extol the event!

TO MERCURY.
Hail! Thou fleet wing8d messenger of the gods,
'Tis not often wc¢ see thy face,
Save when thou turns't to cast
Thy glinting eye on us poor mortals
On our homeward way,
Refreshed with sweetest Nectar

From Bacchus store!

W.E.FOX.
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