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With the open air meeting which took place this month,
these pleasant gatherings cease for the duration of the summer months.
It is the astronomer's lot that his principal work is done during
the wintertime, and often he has to put up with really rigorous
conditions - still he, or it should really be they, for we must not
forget the strong feminine following, must be amply repaid for the
cold extremities acquired during these nocturnal watches, by the very
splendour of the Heavens, which is so much more beautiful to a
trained observer, for the person who knows the night sky must have a
far deeper and richer appreciation of these beauties than the casual
observer. T

Still, let us hope that the amenities of summer will
compensate us for the very short periods of darkness ahead, and it
would be very pleasant if we could enjoy a few outings together in
this 'the close season' for star gazing.

After all, the' charm of a summer day in the English
countryside, enjoyed by a group of people with a common interest, has
a lot to recommend it. Last year under the able and energetic
leadership of Mr.Ashmore, the Society had two outings - the first to
Rugby School and the second to Cambridge University. = Admittedly
both trips had a definite astronomical slant, as on both. occasions
observatories were visited and inspectéd. As far as we can determine
this exhausts the potential observatories within reasonable travelling
distance of Nottingham, but it has been suggested that we could visit
the birth place of Sir Isaac Newton, not far from Grantham - this
would certainly be sufficient scientific excuse for an outing.
Conversely we could make it purely an outing to enjoy the delights
‘of the country - what could be more delightful than a summer day in
that lovliest of counties, Derbyshire? e

B APEL PE N

S iwewm.. —= aljesshould like to hear members' views on this idea of
an outing - suggestions as to where Wé should go - when,: and how often
will all be welcorie, ¥o 'let your Committee know what your ideas are

-~ perhaps the social side of our society has been rather neglected.
for the scientific. : .- : e ‘

THE 'SKY FOR MAY, 1948.

The Julian date for May O is 243 .2672. .- For other
dates add the date. - o _ L
THE SUN. Solar rotation No.1266 began on 29th April, and
rotation No.1267 begains on 26th May. Naked eye groups of spots
are -still appearing and the summer evenings give opportunity for
continuous series of observations. o

The sky becomes dark enough for most observational
work at 9h. O5m. G.M.A.T. at the beginning of the month, and 10h.
15m. at the end. . .
THE MOON. Full moon on the 23rd is low in the .sky. At new moon
on the 9th there is an annular eclipse of the sun, visible only in
the far east. There are no occultations of stars-brighter than
sixth magnitude. : -
THE PLANETS. Mercury may be seen between the 25th and 30th in the
evening twilight, about 10° lower and to the right of Venus, but it
sets about ‘two hours after the sun. It is approximately equal to
Capella (alpha Aurigae) in brightness.

Venus, now in crescent phase, is near to us and is
-about to sweep past the sun on the side of it. It will be hard to
see by the end of the month, and will disappear entirely from the
evening sky by the first week in June. .

: Mars and Saturn are moving forward again towards the -

Leo Sickle, Mars much the faster. By the end of May Mars will have
passed Regulus, but Saturn will be far short of it. Mars passes
only 1° North of Regulus on the 15th.
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T Jupiter is un most ol bhe short night, but very low
in the sky.. ’ g

OPEN AIR MEETING. The ©inal op2
in pertecl weather on 15bth Aprils
lunar and planetary observoblon
the Moon provided nien ch
binoculars. As dari
seen, and the shadou ol L
closing, and we shall soo &

»mcetbiag this scason was held
he sbrong twilight only

sigorted, and Venus, Saturn and

ror both telescopes and the

of geturn's satellites were

oi gu: cings.  The ring system is

”,

d¢;1 rencs nexl senson. Our
first season of oubdoor rwaobl ﬂd heen veortunate in the wvcather
and mauy members hove Swuﬂ Lest tolescopic VL1EW S of many
objeets. Moy we reneat, b moobings ore to show the sky to the

o abtnurmt ordinary obscrvation
~pont cceasian.

ordinary newber; 10 we oro Re
work it will be arranged om o QAT

;NU‘I‘ES, _iﬂ“ I8 AVD AMNOUNCELINNTE,

ORDIN‘?Y LBRT ING The négxt ordinary meceiing
fechanics' Insoitution, Trinity. Sauarc, Notbting
May, 9&@, al 7.30 par.

SALE OF TRLESCOPE 4 40" reilecting b, lescope, togecther with
observatory is ofierud for sule by the cgzecutors ol the late R.ELT.
Granger, and thce pricc asked is 2150. Wor furthcr porticulnrs
would any prospecelive purchascr consult birs.o W Loehe Hall, 19,
Hartington Rn\d, Sharviood, telunhono nuiber H6587. '

wog plecc at the
A1ty ON Thursday 6th

NEY MEMBERSHIP B HORT. It hag boen deeidod to huve a drive Tor
nev members. \& Lhose of you who worc prosent ot the last ordinary
meeting will recall, Mr.i.f.Bennett- appeclod Jor cuch nerber to moke
an eftfort to bring in at leust ons ncw uteimbor to bhe Society,: cirther
from your family, your circle of fricnds or JDbusincss pooplo wWith
whom you come in contact. Ho hove eerteinly. grown sivcoour
" inaugural season nearly tvo years ‘ago. - ?emewbcl that as far as
SGHIOP membership rees are. CODC”lnCd, ifromr April, the subscription
is half the annual ree, i.c. 10/6 = lOP gunlor mewbur of’ course, it
remains througiout the term ab /6.7
"Do-L¥y -~ once tnA rluvb'“«eﬁ the Spletxknur af the
Heavens througn the Society's Lrl BLOpEs - nave heamd e Foesaisatiug
talks giwen by lir.Ldne Hall aach month - they would thdnh you for
- the introduction, and you ara halping the ﬁm«?ohy.v:m
_ADDRESS. Wr.G.H.Butler will be civinp an dddPGSS ‘&t the Moy
mecting following hr Lane Hall's usual talk inabhe Night. Sky series.
The subject of hie talk will be ?thc eon and: lt“ Ph SU“"

Addresses.

irector, Observing Scction: o Hon.Secretary:
Mr.A.W.Lane Hall, ‘ A Mr.C.dalley, .
19, Hartington Road, . : 18, Clarendon Street,
Sherwood, . Nottingham. -
Nottinghame '"Yhone 2738

'Phone 66587

Nottingham.
26th April, 1948.

Published by Lhe Nottingham Astronomical
Sceiety - established in 1946 to provide

a rallying point for residents of Nottingham
and district, intorested in the Night Sky.
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