
SKYNOTES for April 2017

An easily printable version to encourage active observing among members of the Nottingham AS

All times given below are in British Summer Time

PHASES OF THE MOON

Phase Date and time
First Quarter 7:39pm on April 3rd 
Full Moon 7:08am on the 11th 

Last Quarter 10:19am on the 19th 
New Moon 1:16pm on the 26th 

This month the Moon is closest to the Earth on the 27th, and furthest on the 15th. 

THE PLANETS

As April begins, Mercury is better placed for observation in the evening sky than it will be for the 
rest of this year, being at greatest eastern elongation, 19 degrees from the Sun and 13 degrees north 
of the celestial equator. By the end of the first week of April, Mercury will be fast disappearing as it
heads for inferior conjunction on the 20th.

Venus has now disappeared from the evening sky, but may be glimpsed in the morning twilight 
early in the month, provided you have an unobstructed eastern horizon. By the close of April Venus
will be about 40 degrees from the Sun, and so will be rising in a dark sky.

Mars, now a long way from Earth, may still be seen against the background stars of Aries, 
continuing to fade and shrink in angular size. By the end of April it will be less than 4 arcseconds 
across, and shining no brighter than magnitude 1.6.

Jupiter, at magnitude –2.4 is now a prominent object in the constellation of Virgo, rising as 
darkness falls, and is by far the best planet to observe this month. It reaches opposition to the Sun 
on April 7th, when it will be due south at 1 am, at an elevation of about 30 degrees (so not as well 
placed for UK observers as it was four or five years ago). Its equatorial diameter will be greater 
than 44 arcseconds for most of the month.

Saturn, still more than 22 degrees south of the equator in the constellation of Sagittarius, will be 
rising at about 2 am as April begins, so very much an object for early morning observers. By the 
close of the month the ring system will appear more than 40 arcseconds across, and the overall 
magnitude will be 0.3.

Uranus reaches conjunction with the Sun on April 14th, and so is unobservable this month.

Neptune, too, must be regarded as unobservable.

METEORS

The Virginids reach their maximum activity (up to five events per hour) on the night of April 11th-
12th, very close to Full Moon, so observing conditions are unfavourable this year.

The Lyrids reach their maximum activity on April 22nd, with the Moon a waning crescent, and so 
conditions will be favourable this year. About 10 events per hour are expected under ideal 
circumstances.


