
SKYNOTES for March 2017

An easily printable version to encourage active observing among members of the Nottingham AS

All times given below are in Universal Time (Greenwich Mean Time) unless otherwise stated

The Northward Equinox (Spring Equinox in Earth’s northern hemisphere) will occur at 10:30 am 
on March 20th. At that time the Sun will be exactly over the equator.

British Summer Time will begin at 2 am on March 26th. Clocks should be advanced by one hour.

PHASES OF THE MOON

Phase Date and time
First Quarter 11:32 am on March 5th 
Full Moon 2:54 pm on the 12th 

Last Quarter 3:20 pm on the 20th 
New Moon 3:57 am BST on the 28th 

This month the Moon is closest to the Earth on the 3rd, and furthest on the 18th. 

THE PLANETS

Late March through to early April will be the best time in the whole of 2017 for observing Mercury
in the evening sky, as at the end of March it will be 19 degrees from the Sun and 13 degrees north 
of the celestial equator, and will be setting nearly two hours after the Sun. Chose a location with a 
low western horizon, and look out for a bright “spark” about 12 degrees high at the end of civil 
twilight.

Venus is now heading back toward the Sun, with inferior conjunction due on March 25th. But at the 
beginning of the month it will still be a striking object in the western sky in the early evening, 
remaining brighter than magnitude –4. Through a telescope it will appear as an ever-thinning 
crescent.   

Mars is a third naked-eye planet visible in the evening sky as this month begins. On March 8th it 
will leave Venus behind in Pisces, and move into Aries. By the end of the month Mars will have 
faded to magnitude 1.5 and will appear little more than 4 arcseconds across.

With Venus moving out of sight, it will soon be Jupiter’s turn to be the brightest planet in the night
sky. It will be at magnitude –2.4 for most of the month, but will be much less favourably placed for 
UK observers than it was a few years ago, being now about 7 degrees south of the celestial equator. 
This month Jupiter is still a planet mainly for early morning observers, because although by the end 
of March it will be rising at about 8 pm BST, it won’t be culminating until after 2 am BST. 

Saturn, now in the constellation of Sagittarius, will be rising over four hours before the Sun by the 
end of March, but being more than 22 degrees south of the equator throughout the month, it will 
always be very low in our sky, making it somewhat difficult to observe.

Uranus, in the constellation of Pisces, is practically unobservable this month.

Neptune, too, is unobservable.

METEORS

The Virginids begin to show weak activity in the second half of March.


