
SKYNOTES for November 2016 
 

An easily printable version to encourage active observing among members of the Nottingham AS 
 

All times given below are in Universal Time (Greenwich Mean Time) 
 

PHASES OF THE MOON 
 

Phase Date and time 
First Quarter 7:51pm on November 7th 
Full Moon 1:52pm on the 14th  

Last Quarter 8:33am on the 21st  
New Moon 12:18pm on the 29th  

 
This month the Moon is closest to the Earth on the 14th and furthest on the 29th. In fact, the Moon 
will make its closest approach to Earth in the whole of 2016 about two hours before the time of Full 
Moon, so the Moon should appear particularly large as it rises on the evening of November 14th. 
 
THE PLANETS 
 
Mercury is an evening object throughout November. It will be completely unobservable as the 
month begins, and even at the end of November will be extremely difficult to find, as it will lie 
nearly 26 degrees south of the celestial equator.   
 
Venus, also an evening object, and also poorly placed for UK observers, spends the whole of 
November more than 24 degrees south of the equator. However, at magnitude –4.1 it is much 
brighter than Mercury, and by the end of the month will be 43 degrees from the Sun, so you should 
be able to spot it low in the southwest after sunset. 
 
Mars, yet another evening object well south of the equator, spends most of November in the 
constellation of Capricornus. The planet’s brightness and angular size are continuously diminishing 
as it moves further from Earth but, curiously, at the end of the month it will be setting later in the 
evening than it did at the beginning.  
 
Jupiter, having recently moved south of the equator, and now in the constellation of Virgo, has 
begun to put in an appearance in the morning sky. In mid-November it will be rising at about 4 am, 
and will be visible as a magnitude –1.7 “star” in the southeast in the pre-dawn period.  
 
Saturn must now be regarded as unobservable from the British Isles, as it approaches conjunction 
with the Sun in early December.  
 
Uranus, shining at magnitude 5.7 in the constellation of Pisces, is well placed for observation this 
month, being situated due south at about 10 pm in early November. 
 
Neptune, at magnitude 7.8 is a much fainter object than Uranus, and lower in the sky when it 
transits the meridian at about 7 pm in mid-November. 
 
METEORS 
 
The Taurids have two maxima, the first on November 5th and the second on the 12th. Conditions 
are favourable for the earlier maximum this year, but not for the second, which occurs only a day or 
two before Full Moon.  
Conditions are also unfavourable for the Leonids, which reach maximum activity on November 
18th. 


